FEATURE

Text and Photos by
Dave Stribling

Some cars don't have to be used
and abused all their life. A few
lucky cars, like Mike Cross' 1985

Saleen Hatchback, start out life ) z ;
good and stay that way. eed>transmission and 3.08 re
Mike happens to be the : g
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More than just a performance pack-
age, Saleen Mustangs feature dress
up items like this custom shift knob.
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gear. Air conditioning, power
indows and door locks, rear
defrost and a Kenwood sound sys-
tem helped make the car a pleasant
place to live while on the
California highway system. The
Racecraft Suspension includes
specific rate springs, Bilstein
shocks and a set of Fulda tires to
round out the complete perfor-
mance package. Satisfied that this
was the direction he should take,
Mike became the owner of 116 in
late '85.

Soon after the purchase of the
car, Mike discovered that the origi-
nal tires were not wearing well,
and switched to a set of
225/50VR16 Yokohamas. The
Kenwood stereo also had some
problems, so it was back to the

dealer who replaced it with the lat-
est Pioneer offering from Saleen.
Mike added a little performance to
the package with a K&N air filter
and a set of underdrive pulleys for
the motor. Back at the detailing
shop, Mike laid down a custom
tint to the windows to help adver-
tise for one of his expertise. Other
than that, the car is as delivered.

Being the owner of a detail
shop, Mike kept the black beauty
in top shape as an advertisement
for his trade. Mike drove the car
daily for the first two years, but
too many people and too much
potential for serious damage
forced Mike to park the car. The
last 3 years have only seen 200
miles placed on the odometer,
bringing the grand total up to
16,000 miles. The plans are to
keep this future collectible in that
same pattern, using it only for
pleasure drives.

So you see, not all great cars
must have a rags to riches story.
For Mike Cross, attention to detail
is the key to long term success.
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