CONVERSION BUSINESS

MAKING THE FAST FASTER

Though relatively new to the marketplace, performance conversions are already an important

profit center and dealership image builder. Dealers and converters explain why.

By Andrew Michaelson

fter a lull in production, the

aftermarket producers of per-

formance cars are back in

business, converting power-
ful stock cars into even hotter street
machines.

Some, in fact, have been doing so since
the start of the 1985 model year, only a
year after the factories returned to cater-
ing to this enthusiast section of the mar-
ket with cars like the Mustang GT, Z28
Camaro and Daytona.

Auto Age looked at three converters,
ASC/McClaren and Saleen Autosport,
hoth of which work in close cooperation
with Ford Motor Co. to produce “hot-
rod” versions of the Mercury Capri and
Ford Mustang, respectively, and Carroll
Shelby. the man Lee lacocca once called
“Mr. Excitement,” who has returned to
the field 24 years after introducing the
legendary AC Cobra.

The GLHS, Shelby's 175-horsepower,
turbocharged, intercooled car bz
upon the long-serving Dodge
Plymouth Horizon, is being
Whittier, Calif., as a limited e
500 only. It will be followe
Chrysler Corp. product

Cotipe, as well as those awaiting the ar-

17al of the GLHS (at the time of writing),
say they value these products. There is,
however, some difference of opinion as to
how that value should be defined.

While most dealers interviewed view
performance conversions as an impor-
tant profit center in their own right,
pointing to a healthy markup on each
sale, some say that the low volume of
these cars makes the return on them in-
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ings. The Shelby-massaged “Omnirizon” econobox-based GLHS (upper left),
175 ponies under the hood, can dash 0-60 in 6.8 seconds, shutting down
the '67 Dodge Charger 440 Magnum R/T, which with 375 box stock horses
clocked in atf 7.2. .

Both the McLaren and Saleen (upper right) tweeked Mustangs of today crack
the quarter-mile in about 15.8 seconds, nowhere close to the 14.5 eyeblinks a
1971 429 CJ Mach 1 Mustang could rip off.

McLaren Coupe
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