WHAT FORD MEANS BY "RACING INTO THE FUTUIRE"

aster switch—on. Ignition
switch—hot. Fuel pumps—on.
Depress starter button—

whinne, stop. Crack throttle half open,
try again. Depress starter button—
whinnne, rappa, rappa! The 305-cubic-
inch Ford small-block lights off with a
bark, all 550 hp on tap.

A quick glance at the gauges. Oil
pressure—65 psi indicated. Fuel pres-
sure—steady and holding at six psi.
Crack the throttle, an instant 3500 rpm
quickly returns to a 1200rpm idle. Flick
on the differential and transmission oil
cooler fans. Turn on the water-cooled
disc brake pumps and crack the throt-
tle one last time, then push the small
machined aluminum gear selector lever
toward first. You've just cocked the
trigger on a 2600-pound 185mph
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Trans-Am weapon, and you're about to
go for the ride of your life.

The weapon in gquestion is Tom
Gloy’s Trans-Am racing Capri. The ride
is around Northern California’s Sears
Point International Raceway, and this is
a track test to compare 20 years of
Ford racing history, a hands-on look to
find out what Ford has learned from
“racing into the future.”

The players in our ponycar compari-
son were to be a ’66 Mustang Trans-
Am racer versus its '66 street counter-
part, and the '86 Gloy Mustang T-A
matched bit for bit to its '86 street
sibling.

Little of the Mustang'’s history is well
served by drawing comparisons fo any

of the mid- or late-Seventies cars.
Ford engineers took off on some less-
than-thoroughbred tangents in the Sev-
enties, producing a Mustang product
that showed a minimum of its racing
heritage. The good news is, the Mus-
tang is back on track, and the current
car reflects it.

Certainly the most illustrious of the
brood is the fully restored, Shelby-
American-built, factory-sold '66 Trans-
Am Mustang notchback. Rich with rac-
ing history and now in the lovifig hands
of owner Bill Hanlon, the ‘66 racer was
recently completely restored by Ciff
Carbonie and John Voringgut of C&J
Automotive in San Leandro, California.
Every detail, short of mufflers; radial
tires and rear licénse plate, is as it was
when it raced’back in-1568-'67. It sold
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