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hat is the fire that burns within

Steve Saleen? Well, first, he's
a road racer. Secondly, he's a M
tang road racer having run them as f:
back as the early 1970s. Thir
wants the contemporary
be taken seriously. If that %

Shelby tried. & » the/last four

years, he has

gen Mustang” and
eople who appreciate
ance cars asking, “*What
the hel is Saleen Mustang and
why is it so fast?!”

Just the existence of the 1986 Saleen
Mustang is classic proof that a small
business can succeed where a large
operation with seemingly endless re-
sources can't “‘see the forest for the
trees.” It's a case where a good idea

30 POPULAR CARS/AUGUST 1986

Filer is part
& Saleen's
appearance
package. But it
does more than
just look good and
its effefts can be
noticed even at
relatively slow
speeds.

and a lot of hard work has paid off.
Simply put: Saleen Autosport did what
Ford couldn’t — theyve made the Mus-
tang into a serious performance car.

“One lap of the Crest” is what we
call our test route. It's one of the most
grueling tests a magazine can force on
acar. The OLC is a three-leg, 36-mile
marathon of hard driving through the
San Gabriel Mountains north of Los
Angeles, California. It tests a car’s
acceleration, cornering and braking
abilities to their limits and it's where
we took the Saleen Mustang.

During the last few years we've run
several Mustang GTs over the Crest.
Although they're killer cars in a straight
line they have two big faults, slow
steering response and excessive under-
steer, and these keep their handling
from exceeding the average,

With an integrated package of chassis
modifications, Saleen Autosport has
successfully dealt with these two prob-
lems. The difference in handling b
tween a Mustang GT and the Sale

ran the first of two all-g
around the course, T was
head — *“Incredible” F
decided it was just s
You quickly fi

ter with this car is not the
¥ who wants to go fast in a

few who demand a very high-
performance Ford in the Porsche 944
p. Turbo, IROC-Z28 or Corvette Z51
class. To them, the ride is enjovably
firm but not uncomfortable — “pre-

cise” would be a good word. It gives
the driver a clearer feel for the car
enabling him to be more “precise” in
driving. The Saleen has more steering
(or yaw) response than anyone’s seen
in a Mustang hefore. This quick (pos-
sibly too quick for the average guy)
race car-like response also adds to
the car's precise feel. Ask any race
driver, precision makes for quick lap
times.

Then, there are the rest of the
Saleen’s competition-style handling
characteristics . . . In high-speed cor-













