Cheaper than the GT, and

By Wallace Wyss

Steve Saleen is a former Formula Atlantic and
current IMSA GTO racer who, like Carroll
Shelby before him, is applying his racing ex-
perience toward refining the Mustang.

The result is the Saleen Mustang, even more
refined than what Ford produces.

Saleen used as his model the 302 cu. in.
Mustang GT which Ford introduced in 1982,

The Mustang GT has enjoyed a certain
amount of popularity because it packs a lot of
power for the price — $12,000 on the average.

But it still was not a truly satisfying car — hay
ing some rough edges — and Ford has impro;
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and chrome ftrim.

To foil thieves, an untrasonic burglar alarm is
available, while the driver can foil police radar
traps by selecting the Escorl radar detector —
one of the best on the market.

What s it like to drive the Saleen Mustang?
Well, first of all, you are surprised if you haven't
driven a Ford lately. This one has lots of power.
The engine has a Holley four-barrel carburetor
— a rarity when most auto-makers are going to
fuel injection. It also has a roller cam — an old
hot-rodder’s trick up-dated by Ford. It allows
them to run a mild cam and yet still enjoy high

revs.
The shifter is a heavy-duty T-5 manual

5-gpeed with 305 lb.-ft, torque capacity. It

moves easily from gear to gear, being very







